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请认真阅读下列短文，并根据所读内容在文章后表格中的空格里填入最恰当的单词。

注意：每空格1个单词。

When people talk about the civilization of ancient Babylon, the Hanging Gardens must be brought into their discussion. It was not until the reign (统治时期) of Naboplashar (625—605 BC) of the Neo-Babylonian Dynasty that the Babylonian civilization reached its top honor. The ancient city of Babylon must have been a wonder to travelers. Nebuchadnezzar II (604---562 BC), son of Naboplashar, then came to power and ruled for 43 years. It is he who is believed to have built the legendary Hanging Gardens. The Gardens were built to please his homesick wife. She found the dry, flat ground of Mesopotamia boring. In the place where she grew up, there was green grass and mountainous plains. The King wanted to recreate her homeland.

    A lot of people still believe in the existence of the Hanging Gardens, despite the fact that most descriptions of the Gardens come from Greek historians while Babylonian records remain silent on the Hanging Gardens. Even the historians who gave detailed descriptions of the Hanging Gardens never saw them.

    Modern historians argue that it was Alexander’s soldiers that made up the story. When they reached the rich land and saw Babylon, they were impressed with the beautiful scenery. When they later returned to their poor homeland, they told about the amazing gardens in Babylon. And it was the imagination of poets and ancient historians that mixed up all these elements to produce one of the world’s wonders.

    Some of the mysteries surrounding the Hanging Gardens were not solved until the twentieth century. Archaeologists are still struggling to gather enough evidence before reaching the final conclusions about the location of the Gardens, their water supplying system, and their true appearance. Some recent researchers even suggest that the Hanging Gardens were built by Senaherib who ruled 100 years earlier than Nebuchadnezzar II did.
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5.
请认真阅读下列短文，并根据所读内容在文章后表格中的空格里填入最恰当的单词。

注意：每空格1个单词。

    Host family accommodation, or living with host families, remains popular among language travel students for its advantages. These days, host families are trying to offer more in terms of quality, for they still have something to worry about. 

   Host family accommodation is often seen as the number-one choice for its advantages in language study, cultural communication and cost of living. Staying alongside host families enables students to get enough practice for the short time of their studying so that their language acquisition is likely to become faster. Living in host families also has the advantage for students of being able to spend a lot of time communicating with their “host parents”, and get to know the local way of life, people and culture. Another advantage is that host family accommodation can sometimes be the least expensive. It attracts students for it ensures them a family type of living at a low cost. 

   The advantages, however, have not prevented host families form worrying. On one hand, some host families are losing their unique selling point. The problem is that the majority of hosts in big cites, now generally single and young, have less times available for students but the selling point for host family accommodation is communication practice. One the other hand, students’ expectations have risen. They are becoming more demanding and asking for more than ever from their accommodation, as they come mainly from high socio-economic groups in their own countries.  

   To get out of the difficult situation, host families are now making efforts to improve the quality of service. They are trying to making living conditions better, including broadband Internet service, private bathroom, and access to plenty of hot water for long showers. They are also providing students with structured family activities. 

   It is believed that host family accommodation will keep the popularity vote with language travel students. 

	Host Family Accommodation

	Host families are (1) ____ the accommodation quality.
	Host family accommodation will keep the popularity vote with students.

	Advantages
	Problems
	(2) ____

	Language study: (3) ____ students learn faster (4) ____ in the short time they spend.
	Cultural communication: It is more (5) ____ for students to communicate and learn   things of the local place.
	Cost of (6) ____: Sometimes it is the best way for students to spend (7) ____.
	Loss of selling point: Hosts lack (8) ____ time for students.
	Rise in (9) ____: What students demand is more now.
	Service quality improvement: Hosts are (10) ____ living conditions and organizing structured family activities


3、答案：

1. under  2. have   3. where   4. existed   5. rather   6. returning   7. imagined   

8. before   9. like   10. 462 BC
5、答案：
1. improving  2. Efforts/ Measures  3. Possibly   4. despite   5. convenient    6. living   
7. less    8. enough   9. expectation  10. bettering
The Hanging Gardens





Nebuchadnezzar II is believed to (2) ____ built the legendary Hanging Gardens during his rule of ancient Babylon for 43 years.





To please his homesick wife, he wanted to recreate her homeland, (3) ____ there was green grass and mountainous plains.





Many people feel certain that there (4) ____ the Hanging Gardens, though no historians saw them and Greek (5) ____ than Babylonian historians described them.





Modern historians held the opinion that it is the story made up by Alexander’s soldier (6) ____ from Babylon.





The Gardens was (7) ____ by poets and historians according to what the soldiers told about Babylon.





It was in the twentieth century (8) ____ some mysteries about the Hanging Gardens were solved.





Archaeologists are still trying to collect evidence to decide where the Gardens was and what it looked (9) ____.





Some studies show that the Hanging Gardens were built by Senaberib in about (10) ____.





The Hanging Gardens must have been one of the world’s wonders and is (1) ____ discussion.








